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A. Concept born more than 20 years ago.

1. More than 20 years ago, night of worship, a pastor could not bring himself to call for the offering as an act of worship. I have since met dozens of pastors who were powerless to challenge people to give, thus was born the concept of a theology of giving. I have seen a number of pastors transformed by changing their theology on giving. I know it works.

2. The espoused theology of most pastors is that Scripture teaches giving as an act of obedience and worship and God blesses the giver far more that he/she gives.

3. The theology of giving in practice, however, is that promoting giving is “taking from people” leading to them to have less. Worst of all, pastors resist teaching about giving because they feel conflicted with self-interest.
 
4. This is the theology I wish for every pastor to actually believe:

a. The Bible has 2,350 verses about giving or possessions.  
i. Stewardship is second only to love as the most discussed topic in scripture.

ii. Two thirds of the parables taught by Jesus are about money, possessions, and stewardship.  

iii. By contrast; most ministers apologize if they even passingly mention giving.

b. Teaching on giving is a major spiritual concept.

c. To get people to pray, engage faith, and sacrifice is a prescription for revival and spiritual power.

d. To yield to the temptation not to give, withholds the blessing of God and people are always worse off.
5. Pastors teach what is in the heart: “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart…” Lk 6:45 When Pastors speak on giving, it is not espoused theology that comes out it is what is in their heart. It is not just what you say but how you say it!

B. Obedience to Call of God
 
1. The foundation of challenging people to give is a call to obedience. 
 
2. The pastor must believe the vision is from the Lord and the Lord is calling the church toward that vision.  

4.	The pastor needs to look past money, focus on vision and inviting people to pray, sacrifice and engage faith.  
 
5 We are inviting people to simply seek God and do whatever the Lord asks them to do; no more and no less.

C. Donor Development is a Culture more than an Event

1. Stewardship series

2. A standalone sermon

3. Illustrations in any kind of sermon that in addition to the main point leads people to giving, faith, obedience and trusting the Lord. It is a powerful way to teach giving concerts without people even realizing it.
4. Do weekly calls for the offering or reminders for people to give. Do not ad lib, plan out short and powerful concepts that encourage, motivate and teach.

5. Use every opportunity to build trust…so many big and little things that add up.

6. It is hardest to get donors to begin, once they begin it is much easier to encourage them to grow in their giving.

7. Adding new donors: keep it very simple on both the how and why. Make sure to highlight the self-interest in giving.
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